October 4th, 2021
ZONE 2

Thank you to all staff, students and the parent community for a relatively smooth transition to the school year. It has been a little more challenging start to the school year for all
but together we have worked out any challenges and changes (and we still are). We appreciate your patience as we have gone through several changes with Covid-19 symptoms
and procedures given to us from Haldimand/Norfolk Health Unit. We hope you continue
to have faith and trust that our number one priority at the school is the health and safety
of all of our students and staff. Sometimes, this is contrary to what the students (or you)
would like to see happen at school but unfortunately these are different times. We also
continue to have high expectations for our students with regards to learning and their
education and we thank parents for your ongoing support with this as well. I want to remind you of our school Mission and Values which we aim to uphold all year. Our mission
is:
Be Kind, Work Hard, Respect Others, Take Walks, Sit in the Sunshine, Never
Stop Learning, Be Thankful, LOVE BIG.

Some important reminders and ‘notes’ that I would like to highlight:

* Lates - Please note it is important to have children begin school on
time. Our school day begins at 8:50a.m. This skill helps your child(ren)
develop good work habits and life skills. Also, when children come late it
may raise their anxiety levels and can disrupt the learning of other students in class when they arrive late. Lates and unexplained absences will
be looked at closely this year.
* Early Pick-up - we know that sometimes emergencies happen and
your child(ren) need to be picked up early OR throughout the day there
has been a change for pick up. We also know that sometimes appointments can only be scheduled during the school day. However, you should
know that we have only 2 lines at the school and one secretary answering
the calls. With well over 240 students at the school this could make the
end of the day quite busy and challenging for interruptions at the office
and in classrooms. Please keep these changes to a minimum and to emergencies only. If you know of these changes ahead of time (which is preferable) then please email your child(ren)’s teacher by 9a.m. so that they can
inform the office and no calls and interruptions in classes have to be
made. NOTE: There are no guarantees teachers will check emails after
9a.m.
* Teacher’s D2L site—we do not have any agendas this year and very
little paper communication will come home. This is why it is very important to regularly check the teacher’s D2L site or your emails for important updates for you and your child(ren). Parents/Guardians are very
important to the overall success of a student in school and we need your
continued monitoring and connection.

* Halloween Spirit day—we hope to still enjoy some Halloween festivities at the school but again
due to Covid-19 it will look different this year. On Friday, October 29th students (and staff) can
wear their costume if they wish or dress in orange and black. Classes (in their specific cohorts) can
participate in their own fun (modified) activities both indoors and outdoors. NOTE: The board and
Public Health have stated that NO treats (even pre-packaged) can be brought to school to share with
students - staff may bring some pre-packaged treats if they wish to share with their students. A reminder that with the children’s costumes no replica weapons are allowed, school dress
code should still be followed, and costumes should be culturally sensitive and overall appropriate to our Catholic school culture. Students must still wear a mask to cover their
mouth and nose and we ask that parents make sure the costumes are appropriate for the
weather as well.
* Fire Drills - We will be beginning fire drills this year. They are conducted differently due to Covid19 as we cannot have the entire student population exiting the school at the same time. The alarm
will sound on the morning of the drill for about a minute so that students remember what the alarm
sounds like. Then at some point during the day a class or cohort of classes will exit to their location
outside with their teacher. Lockdown drills will occur in January/February also in a modified way.
* Progress Reports / Parent & Teacher Interviews - Progress Reports will go home on Friday,
November 5th. Please review these documents carefully—paying close attention to the next steps.
This is the first glimpse at how your child(ren) is doing this year and so it is quite important in order
to continue (or improve) their learning before the end of Term 1. There will be a time arranged by
your child(ren)’s teacher to discuss the progress report. Meetings will either be by phone or ‘virtually’
and arranged the week of November 8th to November 12th. Stay tuned.

* Dress for the weather - As more classes are going outside for walks and enjoying more
outdoor education we ask parents to make sure students come to school well prepared for this
colder weather with extra layers of sweaters, jackets, even mitts, hats and scarves. A good
idea is to make sure these sweaters/jackets and other layered clothing have your child’s name
or initials so that if it is left behind it can be easily returned
* Student of the Month Assembly - Every month we have a different focus based on the
Catholic Graduate Expectations. We have a virtual assembly and it is lead by a classroom. A
teacher selects one (or more) students in their class who have demonstrated the focus for the
month and they highlight this student and present them with a certificate at the assembly.
New this year—these students will ‘lunch’ with Ms. Fortunato (in a Covid friendly way). During this assembly a class is also awarded the “Fortunato Cup” for best representing our
school mission for the month. The class will win a class treat (eg. Game Day) for the date/
time of their teacher’s choice.
* Kindness Box - we are encouraging students to demonstrate (daily) random acts of kindness. A staff member can highlight this act of kindness on a slip of paper and place it in our
Kindness Box by the office. Every Friday, about 3 or 4 slips of paper are randomly picked and
the students are invited to come to the office for a small treat. It is lovely to read all the wonderful things our students do on a daily basis and we hope it continues and multiplies.

CATHOLIC GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS
MONTHLY HIGHLIGHTS
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FORTUNATO CUP
WINNERS
Congratulations to the Gr.3/4
and Gr.4 class for demonstrating the values we are focusing
on this year. Their kindness,
good manners, respect, gratitude and attention to learning
have made them great leaders.
They will display the cup and
get some time to play games and
a special treat!
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To all staff for a smooth return to school
To Mrs. Bowden who has been instrumental in attending to
staff, student, and parental needs
To Mrs. Bottrell and Mrs. Pielechaty who are working very
hard in keeping our school shiny and beautiful and doing
all of the EXTRA cleaning to make our school SAFE too!
To Ms. DeMelo who takes care of all the Special Education
needs at St. Michael’s
To all parents who have returned their family information
forms and are supporting our parking safety rules and
Covid-19 Public Health rules. Thank you!
To Mrs. Vallee, Mrs. Bick, Mrs. Bubish and Mrs. Embleton
for welcoming and transitioning our youngest of students in
Junior Kindergarten.
To Mrs. Lalonde who supervises our students and supports
our school when needed.
To the students who are remembering all of the new Public
Health guidelines and rules. Bravo!
To Miss MacDonald, Miss Swent, Mrs. Bick, Mrs. Roswell,
and Mrs. Sowden who are working very hard to support our
student needs. Great work!
To Mrs. Rykse for organizing our bus transportation lists
seating plans and supervision.
To Miss Gaudette and Mrs. Rykse for their leadership in
preparing our Gr.8’s (and Gr.9’s) for Confirmation
To Parent Council who met to discuss the goals for the year
and the Snack program for students
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